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Colleague Share
Hello, I'm Kim, and I will be discussing why teaching is my passion, the role of the teacher today, and how this fits into the teacher proficiencies.

Teaching is my passion because I am inspired when my students are inspired. As a reading specialist, my students all come to me with low self-esteem from years of struggling to read, spell and write. 

I want my students to know that they are brilliant. Building a relationship with each student is essential. My joy comes from watching the light bulb moment when they finally realize they CAN read. There is not a better feeling. That is why I love to teach. I want to make a lasting difference in the lives of my students.

The role of today's teacher is all-encompassing. When I first began teaching, my biggest concern was what I was going to teach, how I would teach, and building a relationship with each student. Now, there are so many more expectations. In Voices From the Field (Walden, 2019) Art Faustman talks about how today's teachers must also be a parent, social worker, and nurse, in addition to all the testing and data collection required. Maria Tejada-Delgado talks about teaching diverse populations of students that are also learning diverse. Furthermore, we cannot forget that the 21st-century teacher must be proficient in technology to prepare our students better, as explained by Kathleen Dimino.

Although teaching continues to evolve, the role of today's teachers still lines up with the expectations of both the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS, n.d.) and the Richard W Riley College of Education and Leadership (Laureate Education, 2016). These standards support the expectation that teachers maintain professional conduct and appearance, commit to their students' learning and learning, and participate in communication and collaboration. Teachers are constantly seeking to grow and change to provide the best learning environment for the students. Proficiency is essential to be successful, and educators must be proficient in their job. The standards provide an excellent framework for which I, as a teacher, can then use to guide me in my practice. However, proficiency alone is not enough. A teacher can follow all of the expectations and not be a good teacher. A good teacher must have passion. They want to inspire others and be excited about what they do. This excitement draws the students to want to engage in their learning (Serin, 2017). It is the combination of proficiency and passion that drives the teacher of the 21st century.
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